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Abstract:

The Third National Biodiversity Strategy of Japan highlighted the biodiversity crisis and the
importance of land planning, design and ecosystem management at national spatial scale from
the viewpoint of biodiversity conservation. The concept of ecoregion is suitable in devising
ecologically-significant land planning units that can be classified hierarchically and which
transcends administrative boundaries. Based on the ecoregion principle, climate acts as primary
control for ecoregion distribution at highest level, while physiography modifies its influence and
effects secondary ecosystem differentiation. In Japan, macro-scale, nationwide management
units, e.g. the National Land Division for Biodiversity Conservation* (Environmental Agency,
1997), National Regions of Japan (Yoshino, 1980) and Japan’s Regional System** had been
forwarded. This ongoing research strives to find ecological units boundaries at meso-scale by
reclassifying Japan’s complicated geomorphology and studying its heterogeneity at different
spatial scale.
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